CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the League Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham on Wednesday 19th April 2017. 
Attendees: N.Oram, P.Daly, J.Hunt, M.Neave, I.Swales, B.Hill, T.Holmes, D.Johnson, I.Hamilton
Apologies: P.Tustin, T.Onions, G.Cook.
No shows and No Apologies Received: S.Arlin, J.Overington.

Matters Arising 
All medals and trophies collected from Macron and distributed amongst several committee members for storage. (The new trophies look really good as well as the new medal boxes!)
JH sent a list of all semi-finals and finals for committee members to populate their attendance. 
Decision made to purchase a new Minor Charity Trophy to be retained in the cabinet to be named the Bob Overington Minor Charity Trophy. The trophy has been identified, the most competitive supplier will now be sought. 
League Secretary Report 
Letter send to Bristol Street GM (Martyn Thorley) in regards to a new sponsorship deal. (Letter sent as no reply to any of my emails)

Email sent to Mitsubishi Cheltenham/Gloucester asking if they are interested in sponsoring the League for next season. 

Email sent to Mira asking if they are interested in sponsoring the League for next season. 

Email sent to Blade Gloucester asking if they are interested in sponsoring the League for next season. 

Email sent to Macron asking if they are interested in sponsoring our Charity Competition for next season. 

Email sent to Prospect Builders following a lead from Dianne asking if they are interested in sponsoring our Charity Competition for next season. 

Anyone else have any other sponsor ideas, folks to approach for next season other than JH’s, that has been acted upon.

All returns now in from Clubs for next season. 
One new Club application – Beeches of Cirencester. 
Clubs not continuing – Bourton Rovers, Staunton & Corse, FC Brizen. 
Emailed the FA in regards to more folks being able to view the transfer process. The FA confirm they will look at this for next season. 
Fintan requested by the Committee to appear before us at 19:30 – issues to discuss; Game abandoned v Gala, not helped by their other team being on a pitch immediately next to them. 
Jeff Carbin  (Fintan Secretary) attended the meeting and was thanked by the Committee for the very pro-active stance Fintan’s Committee had taken immediately after this game in regards to the transgressors on the day. 
The Committee providing an instruction under Rule 5h that in future when Fintan have two home games on the same day that they must be separated by at least one pitch. The fine under this rule actually has a maximum of £250 if not carried out. Jeff agreed to this. 

The Committee have also levied an instruction under Rule 5h that any other club playing at KGV must not play on a pitch that makes Fintan unable to comply with this. Action on IH to notify clubs next season. 

Action on IS to pass this instruction onto referees. 

Apperley have requested to appear before us at 19:45 having made the choice in relation to charge:

8n: Including more than 2 players who played in a higher classification game & fewer than 5 games for the team in question / 8o: Playing an Ineligible Player – Div 4  – 01/04/2017.
Jamie Thompson (Apperley Secretary) attended the meeting and put his case. Although the Committee had a great deal of sympathy given the circumstances, the decision was that the game would have to be replayed. Action on JH to identify a date and set the fixture on fulltime. 
Emailed Jack Overtington several times asking about the A-board and his future attendance plans at meetings and semi-finals/finals. Zero response received. Further email sent asking if he wished not be on the committee any longer, again no response. BH also emailed and actually telephoned, but no response received either. We are also trying to trace the league banner for use at the finals. 

This type of issue will be really important for next season in regards the quorum issue for meeting attendance, so if folks do not wish to continue we will need earlier responses so meetings can always continue. Discussed at this meeting and the Committee who shared IH’s frustration with this decided to wait until the AGM to resolve. 
To maximise the donation to Charities, I am suggesting we get clubs to provide 3 match fit footballs for the finals. Committee agreed with this. Action on IH to notify all Cup Final teams. 
Interesting email received from fulltime – my response was to ask the Bredon Secretary:

Fc barometrics 3rds, chelt div 3, how can they field so many players that have played higher level or classification,  the rules change after 31st march, and they have fielded players like Declan Chick, Ryan Young, Pat Sheerin, Ryan New, an Steve New all at same time in last few games after 31st March.
Thought the limit was 2 or 3 players, potentially this affects our league position, for promotion, and even possibility of league title, as last result versus them.
Bredon supporter
GFA
Rule revision needs to be back to the GFA by the 24th April. (Subject to be covered below)
Rule Offences / Disciplinary
See attached rule offences and mitigation.

Treasurers Report
MN covered Charity Plate Finalists – each one to be invoiced for share of pitch hire costs at Tewkesbury. 

Matt also briefed that a number of clubs failed to settle their outstanding invoices by the due date. One club has asked for a payment extension due to their lack of games to raise monies. Committee agreed to this and left Matt to agree a time-frame with the club. 

Matt gave an update on the current finances whereby there will be a small deficit.

This is mainly due to the reduction in fines (great effort from clubs), reduction in the number of players and extra monies on honorarium and expenses. 

Matt discussed a number of ideas for next season to attempt to resolve this situation. 

Action on IS in regards to fees tariff. 

Referees Secretary
IS reported a very positive season with numerous weeks of full coverage of match officals. 

Ian also reported that there is a Referees Seminar this coming Sunday at Bishops Cleeve FC for all appointed Cup Final Referees. 

Rules Revision Review for next season – I.Swales
IS has worked long into most nights to complete the revision in time to submit to the GFA on Monday 24th April. 

Ian ran through his presentation and pointed out the changes that would affect the Cheltenham League. 

Action on IH to email all clubs in regards to the changes to the player debt recovery process for next season. (There will be no more CDP list – this will have to be completed through the GFA by lodging a £25 fee which is then added to the player debt)

The Committee thanked IS for all his hard work on this extremely important task. 

Registration Secretary
PT on holiday and reports that he has sent MN the registration numbers for invoicing. 
Results Secretary
Nothing to report. 

Fixtures Secretary

Nothing to report. (JH busy taking a call on his mobile phone during this, his section – to be fined up to £250 as per 5h)

Committee members plans for next season
None noted as standing down, so presume all continuing for season 2017-2018. 

Action on MN to get another point of contact to verify the accounts. 

Any Other Business
JH, IS and DJ on holidays for the AGM. 
(Standing orders suspended at 9pm so meeting could continue)

BH raised the sponsors page on the cup final programs. Action on IH to send BH email details for Big Yellow. 

Next Meeting
Charity / Futures Wednesday 26th April 2017. (IH apologies – TH to do Secretarial duties)
League Management – Wednesday 26th May 2017.

AGM – Wednesday 7th June 2017.
